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Summary

The Japanese Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport (MLIT) announced Japan's total housing starts for 
July 2008 at a level of 97,212 units, a 19.0% increase compared to July 2007.  Year on year starts of single-family 
and multi-family dwellings and row houses increased 19.3% to 40,000 units, 15.9% to 49,690 units, and 41.7% to 
7,522 units, respectively.  Year on year 2x4 and prefabricated housing starts increased by 32.5% to 9,011 units 
and 26.0% to 13,842 units, respectively.  Seasonally adjusted housing starts on an annual basis increased 1.2% 
to 1,143,756 units in July 2008, as compared to June 2008.

Housing Starts in July 2008

The following table shows Japan’s housing starts for single-family houses, row houses and multi-family houses, as 
well as the total housing starts.  It also shows housing starts for 2x4 and prefabricated housing starts.

Housing Starts in July 2008 (Units)

Housing Starts 
in July 2008

Change from 
July 2007

Housing Starts 
Jan. – Jul.
2007

Housing Starts 
Jan. – Jul.
2008

Change from 
2007 to 2008

Single-family 40,000 19.3% 266,104 257,126 -3.4%
Row House 7,522 41.7% 45,370 53,106 17.1%
Multi-family 49,690 15.9% 374,787 330,567 -11.8%
Total 97,212 19.0% 686,261 640,799 -6.6%
2x4 9,011 32.5% 53,611 58,318 8.8%
Prefabricated 13,842 26.0% 84,815 87,858 3.6%
Source: Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport

Monthly Total and 2x4 Housing Starts (Year-on-Year Comparison)
The following charts show monthly total and 2x4 housing starts from August 2006 to July 2008.
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Seasonally Adjusted Housing Starts
The following chart shows seasonally adjusted housing starts on an annual basis from August 2007 to July 2008.
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For More Information
The U.S. Commercial Service in Osaka-Kobe, Japan can be contacted via e-mail at: 
Kazuhisa.Takabatake@mail.doc.gov; Phone: +81-6-6315-5957; Fax: +81-6-6315-5963 or visit our website: 
www.buyusa.gov/japan/en/.

The U.S. Commercial Service — Your Global Business Partner
With its network of offices across the United States and in more than 80 countries, the U.S. Commercial Service of 
the U.S. Department of Commerce utilizes its global presence and international marketing expertise to help U.S. 
companies sell their products and services worldwide.  Locate the U.S. Commercial Service trade specialist in the 
U.S. nearest you by visiting http://www.export.gov/.

Disclaimer: The information provided in this report is intended to be of assistance to U.S. exporters. While we make every 
effort to ensure its accuracy, neither the United States government nor any of its employees make any representation as to the 
accuracy or completeness of information in this or any other United States government document. Readers are advised to 
independently verify any information prior to reliance thereon. The information provided in this report does not constitute legal 
advice.
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